GREETERS AND HOSTS

If you are volunteering to host
please serve light refreshment.

If you arrive early and wish to
greet - kindly invite guests to
sign the welcome book.

If you wish to volunteer,
contact the editor or sign the
sheet in the foyer.

Calendar

Mon: SIA

Tuesday: UU on TV, 1pm
(New Time for “UU View”)
Tues. & Weds: Holistic
Health Center

Thurs: Herstory, AA
Group

9/9 Board Meeting

9/13 Eclectic Café

Submit articles for the next
newsletter by the 20" of this
month to carri@hotmail.com

THANK YOU for turning off
cell phones during Service.
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Statement of Mission

We, the Unitarian Universalist Society of South Suffolk, are
a church fellowship that creates a safe home for all people in
their spiritual search. We offer services of worship, religious
education, and community outreach in an atmosphere that
promotes serenity, compassion, mutual support and fun.

We celebrate the inner spiritual spark that connects us all.

Worship begins at 10:30 A.M.
Religious Education resumes on September 7

SERVICES OF WORSHIP

Sunday, September 7: Karyn O’Beirne - InGathering Service
Please join us as we re-gather after a summerarinal worship. Sing
the hymns, be inspired by words of wisdom, andheat to old friends
and new faces. Rediscover why we worship togetheSunday
mornings.

Sunday, September 14: Laura DeSario - Water for our Thirsty
Souls

Water has always been a symbol of life and restoratThe miracle of
the beginning of life on earth in the water, thgamcy of our daily need
for it, and the mysterious process by which wateerges from the
earth, gives life, passes into the sky and rettoresmarth again—all of
this should teach us reverence for the gifts ofpdanet. Let's try a
variation on the Unitarian Universalist Water comnmaun, with poetry
and song and splashing.

Sunday, September 21: Karyn O’Beirne - Autumn Equinox
Come celebrate the Autumn Equinox... Connect tayiotes of our
Earth and explore how the study of the balancagiftrand day is
ancient wisdom for modern times.



Sunday, September 28: Nancy Arnold -
Meet our new Pastoral Care Minister
Welcome our new Pastoral Care Minister and
experience first hand Nancy’s worship
service. Rev. Arnold will be providing
numerous Worship Services through-out the
next ten months while providing pastoral care
to our congregation. See more about
Reverend Nancy Arnold in the Glad Tidings
article below.

Glad Tidings!!!
UUSSS'’s new Pastoral Care Minister

On August 12, 2008 the UUSSS Board
approved a retainer agreement between
UUSSS and Reverend Nancy Arnold. In the
agreement Rev. Arnold will provide services
which may include: memorial/funeral
services, weddings, and naming ceremonies.
Rev. Arnold will also be available to
individual congregational members for
pastoral care. In addition Reverend Nancy
Arnold will be giving at least six services
between September 2008 and June 2009.

Rev Nancy Arnold has more than twenty
years experience working with individuals
and families at times of crisis and change in
congregation, hospital and hospice settings.
She has developed programs to help others
identify their areas of strength and need for
spiritual growth and renewal. Nancy has
served small and mid-size Unitarian
Universalist congregations while developing
ways to mark rites of passage in all walks of
life.

Nancy is committed to quality care of persons
in need and finds ways for individuals and
groups to find connection and peace in their
relationships. Rev. Arnold is a certified Grief
Recovery Specialist and has conducted more
than 90 memorial/funeral services and
provided bereavement counseling to the
families of the deceased.

Rev. Nancy Arnold’s qualifications are too
numerous to list here, but if anyone is
interested in her extensive resume a copy is
on file with the UUSSS Board Secretary, Carl
Richter.

We are overjoyed that our congregation will
be held with tenderness and professional care
during the coming year and hope you will join
us in welcoming Rev. Nancy Arnold on
September 28th, her first Sunday service.
Nancy will be joining the congregation at
Penny Wood’s house for an outdoor dinner
fundraiser for the UUSSS building fund later
in the afternoon.

UUSSS Vision Gathering

Twenty-three members of our congregation
gathered on July 20th to come together to
create a vision for UUSSS. What we
discovered by answering questions in small
groups helped us define where we are, what
concerns us most and what we hold as most
important to ourselves and for our religious
home. Here is some of what we learned.

When asked which hymn is the best metaphor
for our congregation at this time these three
hymns were chosen by the three break-out
groups:

Gathered Herga hymn that emphasizes
acceptance, hope, and struggle while moving
forward in a positive direction with a strong
love connection.

One More Stepa song that reinforces in
every verse a forward movement and
evolving spirituality for everyone.

We Would Be One@ hymn whose words
stress our common cause in looking for
meaning while gaining greater understanding
of each other.

When asked to state individually what was
most important about the congregation the
following sentiments where shared:



Our diversity

Feeling of belonging

Community

We are inclusive while respecting our
individual religious stance

A chance for a better understanding of each
other

Serenity

The people

Ritual and service

Singing together

Freedom to explore spirituality in all its
phases

Acceptance

We broke into groups again to discuss our
strengths as a congregation, our opportunities,
our weaknesses and possible threats. Here is
what we discovered:

Weaknesses within our congregation:
Finances, lack of children in RE, apathy,
inconsistent attendance, loss of members and
lack of follow-up when someone does leave.

Strengths within our congregation:
Devotion to the 7 principles, willingness to
work for change, open-mindedness, humor,
resourcefulness, breadth of Sunday service
topics, sharing of poetry, music, and ritual
within an accepting, loving community.

Possible threats outside our congregation:
Lack of publicity in our community and at
large, price of utilities, right wing religious
zealotry.

Opportunities in the community:

Networking with other UU congregations,
outside ministers, Bay Shore 300th
anniversary, lobbying in Albany, Equality and
Justice Day, Interfaith outreach.

From my perspective our strengths far
outweigh our weaknesses. In fact most of our
weaknesses are quite within our reach to
rectify. Each member knows his or her own

commitment to attending Sunday service and
whether they are apathetic when it comes to
helping out. When you are aware of how
much your particular presence means to our
community, hopefully your commitment will
grow so that you will be physically part of the
solution of curing our weaknesses. Our
finances are not a problem when everyone
pledges in proportion to what they believe is
really important in their life and then honors
that pledge faithfully.

We must keep in our awareness that we need
to provide an environment welcoming and
supportive of new members, children and
young adults. This is something we can work
on together with help from the NY Metro
district and LIAC.

Important changes have come out of our
congregational conversations and our
willingness to face the future together. Our
building is undergoing a face-lift thanks to
many hours by our board, trustees and
committee chairs working together to solve
urgent problems. A new Pastoral Care
minister will be with us for the next 12
months. Going forward | see no reason why
we would not continue to work through our
obstacles while building on our strengths to
create a growing, vital liberal religious
presence within our South Shore community
here on Long Island.

We will gather again this fall to create a
vision of our future. Now that we have
explored where we have been, where we are
now, we are ready to bring forth a vision of
what we shall be. Look for announcements
for the next Vision gathering and thank-you

to all who participated and shared themselves
in this ongoing community conversation.

In gratitude,
Karyn O’Beirne
Worship Committee Chair



Metro District Events

Amy Goodman Appearance

Thursday September 18, 7:30PM
UU Congregation at Shelter Rock

Author and co-founder of the program
“Democracy Now! The War and Peace
report” on WBAI will be speaking.
Suggested donation is $5 at the door.

For more information:

LI Alliance for Peaceful Alternatives, 516-
741-4360www.longislandpeace.orgr
UUCSR Shelter Rock Forum 516-627-6560,
ext 122.

Leadership Development Day

On Saturday, October 4th, the UU
Congregation at Shelter Rock will host the
3rd Annual Leadership Development Day.
Whether you are already an active lay leader
or if you are still finding your way in
congregational life, you will want to be a part
of this day-long program.

Revival

The UU Congregation of Queens

147-54 Ash Ave., Flushing NY

October 17-19, 2008

October 17 & 18 - 7:00-9:00 pm

October 19 - 11:00 am

This year's guests will include Rev. Alicia
Forde (Colorado), Rev. Joseph Santos-Lyons
(Oregon), David McClean (New York), Tom
Stites (Massachusetts), Rev. Evan Keely
(New Jersey) and more.

This is going to be a very exciting event.

Great preaching, great food, great music and a

great time with one another celebrating our
faith and community.

Unitarian Universalism DOES have a saving
message for our wounded world. Come hear
it, feel it. Live it!

For more information contact Rev. lan White
Maher email: ian@uucqueens.org
or 718-353-3929.

Acting Workshop for Children
Grades 3 Through 5

A Fall Drama workshop for children in grades
3 through 5 will be held eight Saturday
mornings starting October 18, 2008, 10-11:30
a.m. The classes will be presented at the
UUSSS Sanctuary and taught by Laura
Albert, a New York State Certified Teacher.
The cost is $100 per child (each additional
sibling- $50) for an eight week session. The
dates of the classes are Oct. 18, 25, Nov. 1, 8,
15, 22, Dec. 6, Dec. 13. Deadline for
registration is October 11, 2008.

The workshop will include theater games,
creative movement, character work,
improvisation and vocal training. At the end
of the eight week session, the children will
present a short theatre piece to family and
friends.

Please call Laura at 1-631-747-1976 or email
albert42@optonline.ndbr more information.

SIA meeting (Survivors of Incest
Anonymous)

Mondays 7:30-9 PM. We will meet in the
front living room area unless there's another
activity.

Contact: Christopher at 631-786-5153 or
christopher_631@hotmail.com

Free-thinkers AA Group

The newly formed UUSSS Free-Thinkers
Alcoholics Anonymous group will meet
Thursdays in the Sanctuary at 7:30.



The Eclectic Cafe

Saturday September 13

Greg Klymer and Joe ladanza

Showtime is 8:30PM, open mike at 7:30.
Admission is $10 for non-members ($5 for
High School students with ID), and $8 for
members. Membership is $12 a year. Family
memberships are also available. Ask at the
ticket table for details.

Refreshments are available. We would also
appreciate a donation of canned or dry food
for local charity. For more information see:
http://www.eclecticcafe.org/

And, to celebrate the start of our new season,
tonight isCD GRAB-BAG NIGHT

at the Eclectic Café. Each paid admission to
tonight's Eclectic Café includes one CD of
your choice from our eclectic grab-bag of
assorted CDs. Some CDs have been opened
and others are still in their original shrink-
wrap packaging. Come early for the best
selection.

A designated local charity will receive a
portion of the proceeds from this concert.

RE Registration

RE will resume Sunday September 7.
Registration will take place on that day. For
more information contact Ann Parmely at
canyonwitch@hotmail.com

New Look for UUSSS

Our Fellowship House has had a recent face-
lift with new windows and siding: phase 1 of
the much needed improvements approved by
the congregation at the Annual Meeting.
Many thanks to Jim Giarraputo, Bill Van
Zwienen and Brian Whittaker for all the
additional work they put into the building in
the last few weeks!

www.goodsearch.com

GoodSearch is an Internet search engine with
a simple concept and unique social

mission. GoodSearch enables you to help
fund any of hundreds of thousands of
charities or schools through the simple act of
searching the Internet.

Please enter UUSSS in Bay Shore, NY as
your designated charity. Each time you
search, 1 penny is generated for UUSSS. We
must accumulate 10,000 searches

within 2 years to receive a check for $100.



Connect with Lay Leaders

Church Office: 631-968-0667

President

Jim Giarraputo
Vice President
Elaine Lockwood
Treasurer
Seema Singh Perez
Secretary

Carl Richter
Trustees

Brian Whittaker
Bill Van Zwienen

UUSSS
28 Brentwood Road
Bay Shore, NY 11706

Worship

Karyn O’Beirne

Music at Worship
Pennie Wood, Erve Beiser & Christopher
Judge

Membership Committee
Ellen Giarraputo
Religious Education
Ann Parmely

Social Justice

Stu Napear

Newsletter Editor

Carl Richter






